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OPEN LETTER
Mr David Cassdalls &
Mr Bruce Cabarle
Co-chairs
World Bank / WWF Alliance
The World Bank
1818 H Street, N.W
Washington, DC 20433
USA

5" dJuly 2004
Programmefor the Endor sement of For est Certification schemes(PEFC) participation in testing

of QACC (Questionnairefor Assessing the Comprehensiveness of Certification
Schemes/Systems)

Dear Messrs Cassdlls and Cabarle

The PEFC Council welcomes the opportunity to work together with the World Bank and
WWEF on the expansion of sustainable forest management around the globe and the
certification thereof. The PEFC Council therefore gppreciates the kind invitation by the World
Bank/\WWF Alliance to participate in a project to achieve these ams.

The PEFC Council notes, with regret, that the QACC was developed interndly by WWF and
the World Bank with no externad multi-stakeholder participation or consultation. It is
unfortunate that the two advocates (World Bank and WWF) of broad participation (including
in the QACC requirements themselves) have not respected this valuable principle in the
preparation of the QACC.

Aninitid analyss of the QACC demongrates that the document has been drafted with a
strong bias towards one internationd certification system. This biasis obvious both in the
gructurd dements and in the use of specific terms. The document requires that schemes and
systems should be free from conflict of interest. It therefore follows that the assessment of
schemes based on the QACC should dso be free from conflicts of interest, which are
currently present. The PEFC Council therefore regjects the QACC iniits current form.

If the World Bank/\WWEF Alliance wants to improve the questionnaire to compare different
forest certification schemes, the PEFC iswilling, and has the capacity, to asss in the
development of a suitable document prior to any fied-testing and we would welcome
working collaboratively with you to achieve this god. The PEFC Council, its member
schemes and all their stakeholders have a congderable wedlth of knowledge and experiencein
the development of numerous credible independent nationa forest certification schemes
around the world. In addition, through its membership of the International Accreditation
Forum, the PEFC Council isin an ideal postion to cal upondl the technicd and
normalisation expertise required to ensure that a credible mechanism can be developed, and

Registered as an association sans but lucratif in Luxembourg No 1999-61-02192



fidd-tested. The assessment of the comprehensiveness of certification schemes for the World
Bank’ s purposes can thus be assured.

The PEFC Council therefore invites you both to meet with the Executive of PEFC Coundcil at
your earliest convenience to discuss how to achieve our collective gods to promote
sustainable forest management and the certification thereof.

We look forward to working with the World Bank/M\WWF Alliance in an open and transparent
and inclusive process in which al stakeholders can have confidence.

Yours sncerdy

Ben Gunneberg
PEFC Council Secretary of behdf of the PEFC Council Executive
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