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PEFC Council Position Paper 

 
WWF new Paper Scorecard – room for improvement 

 
WWF released “The WWF Paper Scorecard” on November 28, 20071. The goal of the scorecard 
is to provide a tool for all paper buyers, producers and suppliers to help them choose paper 
products and grade with the smallest possible environmental footprint.  There are 7 categories, 
each weighted based on their relative impact giving a total of 100 points. 40% of the points are 
allocated to the sourcing of raw materials for which WWF recognizes only FSC certified or post 
consumer recycled timber. 
 
Although “WWF acknowledges that several schemes have made contributions to improving 
forest management”, this is not reflected in the scorecard. Rather it recommends that buyers ask 
specifically for FSC certification as, in its opinion, this scheme “best meets WWF’s key 
requirements of responsibility, international consistency and balanced multi-stakeholder 
governance”. 
 
PEFC feels that WWF has missed an opportunity to develop a truly useful tool through its 
scorecard by: 
 

• Failing to recognize market realities - 10% of world’s forest is certified (equivalent to 25% 
of world’s industrial roundwood production) and only one third of that is to FSC. WWF’s 
scorecard should not differentiate within the 10% of the world’s best managed forests. 
Instead it should shift its focus to the remaining 90% of forest land that is not certified to 
any system. 

• Refusing to differentiate between certified and non-certified wood - WWF’s premise is 
that that several schemes have made contributions to improved forest management yet 
this is not reflected at all in the scorecard which does not award points for two-thirds of 
the world’s certified forests.  Third-party, credible and internationally recognized forest 
certification systems are treated the same as non-certified forest products that could 
potentially be from illegal and unsustainable sources.   

 
WWF recognizes that “several schemes have contributions to improving forest management”, 
and states “your absolute priority should be to purchase papers based on fibres from well-
managed forests. The easiest way to do this is to ask for paper that is certified under a credible 
forest certification scheme”. Despite this statement, WWF has chosen to only reward FSC in its 
scorecard, in its opinion the “best” scheme, implying that the all other schemes are not credible. 

                                                 
1 See 
http://www.panda.org/about_wwf/what_we_do/forests/what_you_can_do/business/paper_toolbox/tools_for_paper_buyers/the_wwf_g
uide_to_buying_paper/index.cfm 
 
 



 

WWF is one of the original supporters of FSC and this tactic of WWF to recognize other systems 
but not to give them points calls the entire scorecard into question.  
 
PEFC is confident, and can demonstrate, through independent assessments carried out by 
governments2 and the private sector3, that it meets customers’ expectations on responsibility, 
transparency, international consistency and balanced multi-stakeholder governance. 
To assist in making the Scorecard a truly useful and objective tool, PEFC encourages WWF to 
consider: 

• giving PEFC and others the opportunity to work on ways to improve their Guide; 
• inviting and considering other stakeholders’ views and values when defining its key 

requirements for credible certification schemes; 
• carrying out independent and transparent assessments of various schemes; 
• using thresholds which credible certifications can meet rather than going for the “best or 

bust” approach, and; 
• actively engaging in other forest certification schemes other than FSC to address 

concerns they might have with the standards rather than a “FSC or bust” attitude.  
 

The PEFC Council herby formally and publicly extends an invitation to work with WWF and to 
engage in an open dialogue to address the points above to improve the scorecard. 

 
 

PEFC Council, Luxembourg 
March 2008. 

                                                 
2 UK government procurement http://www.proforest.net/cpet/evidence-of-compliance 
German Government procurement 
http://www.bmelv.de/cln_044/nn_751998/SharedDocs/Gesetzestexte/H/HolzbeschaffungErlass.html 
French government procurement http://www.ecologie.gouv.fr/-Marches-publics-.html 
Belgian government procurement policy http://www.guidedesachatsdurables.be/fr/productfiles/home.asp 
New Zealand government policy http://www.maf.govt.nz/forestry/illegal-logging/nz-policy-on-illegal-logging/page-
07.htm#P225_26023 
Scottish Parliament Procurement http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Government/Procurement/PublicProcurement/policy-
notes/SPPNs2005 
Danish government procurement http://www.skovognatur.dk/Skov/Politik/Indkoeb/Procurement_Sustainable_Timber.htm 
Swiss Government procurement http://www.bbl.admin.ch/kbob/00493/00495/index.html?lang=de 
Japanese Government http://www.env.go.jp/en/earth/ 
Australian Government http://www.environment.gov.au/settlements/publications/government/purchasing/paper.html 
Italian government Italian government http://www.dsa.minambiente.it/gpp/page.asp?id=33 
EU Buying Green procurement handbook http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/guideline_en.htm 
European Parliament http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/file.jsp?id=5241922 
Codes for sustainable homes 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/planningandbuilding/buildingregulations/legislation/englandwales/codesustainable/ 
 
 
3 On-line comparative matrix of forest certification schemes, ICFPA http://www.forestrycertification.info/ 
WBCSD Procurement of Wood and Paper based products list a whole range of procurement guides 
http://www.wbcsd.org/DocRoot/sfKM0iTPZMRbbmu8UJLe/Forestproductsprocurement.pdf 
Green purchasing network http://www.gpn.jp/English/index.html 
CEPI 
http://www.cepi.org/docshare/docs/1/ALAGDGPCGJMNLFAIDEBAAENKM9VTQEYDBQYDVLIOQLME/CEPI/docs/DLS/Matrixleaflet
ENGicfpa- 
2006-00035-01-E.pdf and http://www.cepi.org/Objects/1/Files/070129IssueCertification.pdf 
London Olympics http://www.london2012.com/plans/sustainability/index.php 
Fondation Nicolas Hulot http://www.fondation-nicolas-hulot.org/gestes/achats.php#ecolabels  
Metafore forest certification comparison matrix http://www.metafore.org/index.php?p=Introduction_to_Certification_Programs&s=167  
Green Gold Label http://www.controlunion.com/certification/program/Program.aspx?Program_ID=19  
National Association of Home Builders http://www.nahb.org/publication_details.aspx?publicationID=1994&sectionID=155  
Timber Trade Federation http://www.ttf.co.uk/  
Federation of the European Play Industry http://www.fepi-play.org/index.php?menu=documents  
 
 


