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Governance Review guides PEFC's future  

After extensive public stakeholder consultation, PEFC announced the 

publication of its governance review earlier this summer.  

In doing so, it followed up on its first recommendation, which advised the 

organisation to make the document publicly available to validate its 

commitment to transparency.  

The board has now carefully considered the action points suggested in the 

paper, and the Secretariat has been given the mandate to implement some of 

the more operational elements listed in the review.  

At the same time, PEFC is in further consultation with 

its members and other stakeholders to evaluate the 

implementation of other elements in due course. 

One of the most essential changes recommended by 

the Governance Review is the establishment of a 

"Stakeholder Forum", and PEFC is currently in the 

process of modifying its statutes for consideration at 

the General Assembly, which will take place in 

Canberra, Australia, later this month.  

The Stakeholder Forum will become an essential element in PEFC's 

governance and is being created to provide stakeholders, with whom PEFC 

has until now not been able to engage with successfully, with rights and 

responsibilities in the organisation.  

Following the recommendations in the review, this ï upon approval by the 

General Assembly ï will include right of agenda, voting rights, and the right to 

propose candidates to the board. 

Further details will be communicated pending the approval of the Stakeholder 

Forum by the General Assembly. 

The complete governance review can be downloaded at www.pefc.org > 

Documentation > Reports. 

http://www.pefc.org/
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PEFC Council Global Statistics 
(as of 30

th
 September 2008 ï updated data available at pefc.org) 

 Countries 
Endorsed 

certified forest 
area (ha) 

Number of 
CoC 

certificates 

Australia 7 884 291 30 

Austria 2 039 236 261 

Belgium 261 664 142 

Brazil 1 069 334 9 

Canada 76 844 915 114 

Canada - SFI 36 144 033 0 

Chile 718 877 17 

China 0 25 

Czech Republic 1 883 149 198 

Denmark 206 075 29 

Estonia 0 3 

Finland 20 719 735 116 

France 3 901 263 1 019 

Germany 7 310 085 645 

Hungary 0 3 

India 0 1 

Indonesia 0 4 

Ireland 0 12 

Italy 657 124  109 

Japan 0 97 

Latvia 0 2 

Lithuania 0 1 

Luxembourg 26 202 12 

Malaysia 0 2 

Morocco 0 1 

Netherlands 0 70 

New Zealand 0 5 

Norway 7 537 102 15 

PEFC Council 0 0 

Philippines 0 1 

Portugal  0 9 

Singapore 0 1 

Slovak Republic 1 199 648 10 

Spain 1 075 826 138 

Sweden 7 500 927 84 

Switzerland 354 043 115 

UK 0 830 

USA - ATFS 9 977 841 0 

USA - SFI 22 558 739 90 

Total 209 870 112 4 221 

New guidelines clarify roles 
and responsibilities of Panel of 
Experts  
One of the unique features in the forest 

certification world is PEFC's Panel of Experts. 

The panel peer-reviews evaluation reports of 

national schemes and assesses and provides 

comment on the quality and robustness of the 

independent evaluations.  

Experts from a broad range of backgrounds, 

including forestry, certification and accreditation 

processes, NGOs (including social and 

environmental interests), and market access, 

examine the evaluation reports. 

The Panel of Experts is a mandatory component 

of the (re-) endorsement process, and each peer- 

review, including the names of the experts, are 

included in the evaluation reports and publicly 

available on the PEFC website. 

The new guidelines, published this summer, 

provide procedures governing the appointment 

and work of the Panel of Experts. 

The guidelines are available at pefc.org > 

Documentation > PEFC Technical 

Documentation 

 
New Logo Usage Rules to be 
adopted in October 

PEFC has completed the revision of its Logo 

Usage Rules. This revision aimed at ensuring 

that the needs of customers and consumers are 

met without affecting the robustness of the 

delivery of claims.  

Following extensive stakeholder consultations, a 

public consultation this summer provided 

additional input. PEFC expects the revised rules 

to be adopted at the General Assembly later this 

month. 

Full documentation is available at pefc.org > 

Public Consultations > PEFC Logo Usage Rules  
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Revision of PEFC's 
International Chain of Custody 
progresses 
PEFC has started the revision of its International 

Chain of Custody, a process that is expected to 

last two years. Supported by two global public 

consultations, face-to-face meetings and in-depth 

interviews involving a wide range of interested 

stakeholders, the working group has identified a 

number of issues related to market needs and 

expectations. The second phase is about to start, 

with the intention of completely revising the chain 

of custody by the end of 2009. PEFC appreciates 

all comments received and encourages all 

interested stakeholders to engage in this 

process. 

Full documentation is available at pefc.org > 

Public Consultations > PEFC Logo Usage Rules 

 
PEFC celebrates move to 
Geneva, raises awareness of 
SFM 

Celebrating its move to Geneva, PEFC 

International recently invited local journalists and 

stakeholders to a press conference about the 

importance of sustainable forest management in 

the context of sustainable development.   

PEFC Secretary General Ben Gunneberg and 

Mike Clark, Chairman of the world's largest forest 

certification organisation, talked about "Forest 

Certification: The importance of sustainable 

forestry in tackling societal challenges".  In their 

presentation, they highlighted that: 

¶ globally, forest ecosystems play a key role in 

addressing climate change by absorbing 

carbon dioxide from the atmosphere and 

storing it in growing vegetation and soil. 

However, deforestation alone currently 

accounts for 18% of global emissions of 

carbon dioxide   

¶ an estimated 1.6 billion people depend on 

forests for their livelihoods worldwide. Yet 

every year, the world loses more than 14.5 

million hectares of natural forest ï an area 

bigger than the size of Greece 

¶ many of the worldôs most endangered and 

exotic animals depend on the forests for their 

survival  

¶ 60 million indigenous people depending on 

forests for their subsistence. 

 

Sustainably managed forests contribute 

positively to tackling societal challenges.  Given 

that only 10 percent of all forests are certified as 

being managed sustainably and the important 

role that forests play, there is a sense of urgency 

to fully utilize the possible contribution that 

forests can make.  

Forest certification is the only market-based tool 

verifying that forests are managed sustainably; in 

addition certification is a means to raise 

awareness and to intensify and contribute 

positively the debate. 

PEFC, which built its benchmark requirements on 

global, democratic, multi-stakeholder and 

consensus-driven intergovernmental processes 

and agreements that enjoy worldwide 

acceptance, offers an inclusive approach to 

forest certification that ensures an optimal 

balance between environmental, social and 

economic values. 
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PEFC exhibits at world's 
largest book fair 
With climate change concerns rising steadily up 

the news agenda and politicians competing to 

demonstrate their green credentials, it seems 

hardly a day passes without another company 

announcing a new sustainability initiative 

designed to reduce its carbon footprint and 

improve its corporate environmental 

performance.  

Small wonder then that 

momentum to increase 

the use of sustainably 

produced products is 

fast gathering pace 

around the world. 

Consumers, public 

authorities and those 

charged with developing corporate procurement 

policies are increasingly seeking assurances 

about the origin of the products they buy and sell. 

Environmental responsibility is therefore of 

growing importance to publishers and print 

buyers and their suppliers. The most effective 

way to guarantee that the paper products you 

use/sell originate from legal and sustainable 

sources is by sourcing from independently 

certified forests.   

This is where PEFC can help.  By ensuring that 

the paper you use comes from PEFC-certified 

forests and undergoing Chain of Custody 

certification to prove it, you can have confidence 

in your supply chain and provide confidence to 

your customers. 

To raise awareness of the PEFC programme 

within the global publishing sector, a 

multinational team from PEFC will be exhibiting 

at the Frankfurt Book Fair for the first time this 

autumn (15-19 October 2008).  

If you are planning to attend the show, visit us on 

the PEFC stand which will be located in the 

Agora Open Air Exhibition Area (between Halls 3, 

4 and 5) Messeglände, Ludwig-Erhard-Anlage 1, 

60327 Frankfurt am Main, Germany. 

Further information: pefc.org > News > PEFC 

press releases 

European Commission accepts 
PEFC; stresses need for 
consistent green public 
procurement policies  
The European Commission (EC) has published a 

communication on green public procurement 

(GPP). 

The communication aims at fostering a voluntary 

framework to ensure the procurement of goods 

and services that have the least impact on the 

environment throughout their whole life cycle.  

The Commission acknowledges that number of 

national criteria and approaches to GPP have 

been developed and warns that, as the use of 

GPP increases, the criteria used by Member 

States should be compatible to avoid a distortion 

of the single market and a reduction of EU-wide 

competition.   

A preliminary set of common GPP criteria has 

been established in ten sectors which had been 

identified as most suitable for implementing GPP. 

These sectors include "Paper" as well as 

"Furniture", and Chain of custody certificates for 

either PEFC or FSC 

certified virgin fibre are 

accepted as proof of 

compliance with the 

Commissionôs Green 

Public Procurement 

policy. 

EU member states will 

be invited to formally 

endorse the already developed GPP criteria and 

include them in their national action plans. 

Further information is available at 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/  

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/

