Protocol of Agreement between GBC Italy and PEFC Italy 

In view of the fact that

· wood is a building material with low environmental impact, characterized by an excellent overall environmental balance (at full cycle of production / use / disposal);
· the environmental sustainability of wood products is strongly dependent on whether the forests from which they were derived have been sustainably managed; and 
· the transport of raw materials for building has also serious effects on the building impact and that wood materials may also come from sites hundreds of miles away or even from other continents.

On the basis that

the PEFC Italy promotes the use of resources from certified sustainably managed forests and traceability of wood from forests and promotes sustainability across the wood chain, with a focus on local resources and sustainable construction practices;

and

the Green Building Council Italy promotes the construction of buildings with high efficiency and low environmental impact (from the project phase to the management and maintenance of the building) and promotes a culture of sustainability in building at the national level.

According to the verification that

both organizations adopt strategies and policies of

• promotion of protection and responsible use of  natural resources;
• reduction of the use and consumption of raw materials, particularly non-renewable ones;
• reduction of CO2 emissions; and

• promotion of energy saving

the two organizations

commit to raise awareness of sustainable building practices and to promote low environmental impact practices, as well as increase use of certified and local wood in building industry; and
agree to promote the benefits of forest certification and certified wood products in the building sector  especially in areas where PEFC forest certification is strongest thereby supporting local producers and encouraging sustainability locally.  
